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Abstract

To investigate the molecular mechanisms of vitre-
ous changes during ocular inflammation, we studied
vitreous changes in an experimental ocular inflam-
mation induced by intravitreal injection of interleu-
kin 14 in rabbits. Ocular inflammation caused gel
contraction, liquefaction, and increases in the
amount of insoluble material and high-molecular-
weight components of vitreous collagen, presumably

resulting from extensive cross-links of the collagen
molecules. The cross-links of vitreous collagen may
induce vitreous gel contraction and liquefaction.
(J Jpn Ophthalmol Soe 100 : 853—857, 1996)
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