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Cataract Surgery and Intraocular Lens Implantation in
Patients with Behcet's Disease

Miina Hiraoka and Yujiro Fujino
Department of Ophthalmology, The University of Tokyo School of Medicine

Abstract

Purpose : To evaluate the outcome of cataract
surgery in patients with Behcet's disease.

Methods : The results of 27 eyes of 19 patients
with Behcet's disease that had undergone cataract
surgery with or without intraocular lens implanta-
tion from October 1993 to December 1996 were ret-
rospectively analyzed. The postoperative follow -up
period ranged from 13 to 50 months (average, 28
months).

Findings : Visual acuity improved postoperatively
in 25 eyes, to 20/40 or better in 9 eyes. In 19 eyes,
ocular attacks were seen within the preoperative 6
months in 2 eyes, and within the postoperative 6
months in 8 eyes. In 8 eyes, the first ocular attacks

occurred within 2 months after the surgery. The fre-
quency of ocular attacks increased after the surgery
in 7 patients who received immunosuppressive a
gents, with relatively short duration of the disease.

Conclusion : These results suggest that the fre-
quency of ocular attacks increases after cataract
surgery in some patients who use immunosuppres-
sive agents for controlling ocular attacks, even
though they had no inflammatory history for a long
period before the surgery. (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc
103 : 119—123, 1999)

Key words : Behcet's disease, Cataract surgery, Ocu-
lar attacks, Immunosuppressive agents
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