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Abstract

Purpose : To investigate the long-term prognosis
for primary conjunctival malignant melanomas in
Japan.

Materials & Methods : We conducted a survey of
61 cases which had been reported in a 38- year pe-
riod (1959 to 1996). We gathered information regard-
ing the survival of patients, the post-operative fol-
low-up period, the causes of death, and recurrences.
Answers were obtained segarding 51 cases (84%). De-
tailed progress was identified in 23 of these cases.

The survival rates were calculated using the Kaplan
-Meier method.

Results : The survival rates were 95.1% after 1
vear, 72.9% after 3 years, and 53.4% after 5 years.
These values are relatively low compared with
those reported in Europe and the United States. (J
Jpn Ophthalmol Soc 103 : 449—455, 1999)

Key words : Conjunctiva, Malignant melanoma, Long-
term prognosis, Survival rate
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