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Age-related Changes in Bruch's Membrane in Rats

Takao Tokura, Shigeo Ito, Mutsuhiko Nishikawa, Atsushi Yamane and Hirohiko Miki
Department of Ophthalmology, Kansai Medical University

Abstract

Purpose : We investigated rats were worth the ex-
perimental animal on the aging changes in Bruch's
membrane.

Methods : We did an ultramicromorphological
study on the aging changes in Bruch's membrane, in
male Sprauge - Dawley rats at 1,6,12 and 27 months
after their birth.

Results : With the aging, the basement membranes
on both sides of Bruch's membrane have become
thick. At 6 months of age, the basement membranes
of the endothelial cells of the choriocapillaris were
found to be multilayered and cracked and pseudopo-
dia of the endothelium were also observed toward
the retinal pigment epithelium. At 12 months of age,
we found vacuoles in the basal portion of the retinal
pigment epithelium, as well as fibrillae and a part
of the process of a cell in the outer collagenous zone

correspond with the portion of the multilayered and
cracked basement membranes of the endothelial
cells of the choriocapillaris. At the age of 27 months,
the basement membranes were thicker and a basal
laminar deposit was seen. Prominent changes such
as disappearance of the elastic fibers and increase
of the collagenous fibers and fibrillae were also
seen in some portions.

Conclusions : Thus, the aging changes in Bruch's
membrane of rats were remarkably reinforced in
accordance with the age, it were appeared these rats
were worth the experimental animal. (J Jpn Ophthal-
mol Soc 103 : 77—84, 1999)

Key words: Aging change, Bruch's membrane, Cho-
riocapillary, Retinal pigment epitheli-
um, Age-related macular degeneration

I i
I B P R OB R O R E R R T

i

Y, EBAETHEEZ LT, AREIIERKRIIZZE
Ml L BIMMAD LY. 2D b, BHELIAREEE D 5
BETF B A A AR A L, MBEHIC il L@ 4 &% 4

kIS SRS @ 570-0074
(FHE 10 45 3 H 4 HZA, FH 10 45 8 A 25 HGETZR)
Reprint requests to: Takao Tokura, M.D.
-cho, Moriguchi 570-0074, Japan

FOWCEET 1015 PVEER KSR FEE

FAE

Department of Ophthalmology, Kansai Medical University. 10-15 Fumizono

(Received March 4, 1998 and accepted in revised form August 25, 1998)



78

1 1»A8.

MRy 7 =— Ve T CEESICE B B DA T,
¥ = YEIZMA T2\ Bruch (70 v 7) oot
B g e SN TEB S TANMTH Y, 5 EHE S &
PTHV.23—E 1um

U, A8 TRERE & 2 ) bl OB % K. AR BD
FRZIXWHBELO Bruch (7 )vy 7) b & O3 |-
BB DOMBEILIZ L D BET I b o TETY
BV AL, RIS RIS R AT EMR L 2 s,
G, o bIctE- T, AR IS E5HmT 2
TENFTFHEATBY, ARBOFHEZHD, B L ik
ERFHEORHNRLEIT A TWE, Ty 7EL

HiR&RE 103% 2%

# Rz Ml M E 2 AL OWFFEIZ I E AN IV IR % )
WL ON L vAs, il FH R OB E R B & O M E B
D, FEMTLH NP V. FC T,/ TH D
7w MREHWTINEZLIZMT 20ExTEhiEzo
HRERAEV. 7 FIRIZREBIZ 2V, Ty 7
it 3 E M O MEL 2 A5 2 L IZIAfFT A
L. 50K4137 v FIREHWT, 7V v 7EO ML
HMIEEENICBIE L 2h, Ty MIRIET AV v 7
B E O EEFVERE LTHYHh D Z &8
bhol-OTHET S,
o 9 B b ik

1.RBREB DY

H#1,6,12, 27 & H 5 @ Sprague-Dawley (SD) %
T bELI2AHMIZREIIL6IR, 6,27 HEFiE & 4
PSRV 2. 2 38,6,12,27 Al D 5 v b id 2~9
Aoz F AL, BifiEL > ¥ —CTF v b HE
WA THE Lo 2l L7,

2. ARMER G Z B LUBERE

T FOBRERIZARY FSVE S — L F B 7 A (G
YT —NE) B EH L TEREEE TV, 2% 785 R L
ATITFEF « 43P VEERE E KBRS FEALT
0 D e, MOHR A R ERS N L 72  IRERIZ X 5122.5%
TNI—VTALTFERE2%UNIELATLTE FiR
EEEER IR L A S, IRERE AR TRl =
gL, B2 AR FLER 2 THAS & 3 A /s L
T, HEEZRTo 7z SRS BRI CHHF L T1 %
PO b A 3 7 A EEERER TR 1 R oBEE %1 -
7. FDB, Ty 7 —VRETHAK 7O L 4 344
FIZHE# L, A/S—HHRICER L2 MFR L3RRS 2

E2 1»A#.

TNy 7 BUE PSR FEHE, AL R IGEAE R, SEERRHERT 2 SRR S T v B, TV v 7O 5 R IE
WO E R L, MBFE ER A O JLERRA S X < A, BRM IS ML PN R A o A7 R b WIS A

bR, TNy 7HIFERMELRLTYS. S—1F 1 um



FRI11E2H100H

Ty ZHEOMEEL - Tk 79

3 6 AR.
Ty TG 5 BHEEICIIEE AL OFT TR IZA SR, LA L, — 55 TR S AT U5 P 2 o B i
BV AL & B RA A S AL (RED, & S ICHEMBEO A B RIROMBEED A LML (KL D) Fidid 5.
1 H & FRRIC IR 3 LR o R AL B Rz Twa, A=k 1 um

ObF—ATO1lumD@EHFYH ZFERLA.ETRAEL
LCHEMR™Y 7 =— b & 7 T ¥ MRS T O Y th T lE b
B A et S R (19 1) © T, Kajikawa 50
HEEHOWTHEY S=— - ¥ v VL 7 = CREES
TR L, BB RE s cBlgE L.

m # &

Z v b ORI ITIZ PR A% <, MBI 45 13 8 ph R L
B 5 BHRIZET L TV A A Tl s 2L B0 £
DTNy FRIZOVWTEBEL /..

1.1 B &

TNy ZEONAO LB, N/ OB IEHHERE, 1 o
HERMEBOSBIIEEEEbLOAVHEEEZRLTY
72, MRt 3R bR i o0 BRI & < FEE L A SRR
AAII S M7z, IRAG AT o PRI 13 2 8o Ay
BREEAA SN (M 2).

2.6 B @&

12 A& RIS, 7V 7 B dE 3 Lk
Mo AICIRIIEAERERALN o7 L
A L, 1 MBS R s M5 A 0 P A M o B i i L2 7
E W RDIA O ML, £ TIZNEZ AN O Na ko 1% 1R AR o il i
ZEEATA Sz (M 3).

3. 12 » B #

)RR o R T o Y R N Al e o R Y
A, AT TR LT 7z, MR IR B I A P B2 e o
HEFRIZIE L oo TWAS, 7 v 7 EO N OB A5
MeRg & PR ARHER I E AR SRR VORE o
(B4 A) .1 HE VR 15 E 0 I P Rz i e o0 G S i 12
AL L WAL NIZA B, £ 2 TN ML o g fko
B R IR DM N 72k s ML 36 R M L2 ) 2> o TR DY

Tz (M 4B). o> 1 HE T3 R 15 E 0045 PN R e
DIENCPEATHE AL & W2 LTy B {5500 44 B2 D50 a5t 4 g
12, AHAE Mg o —# A Sz (M 40).

4, 27 B B

HENE 2 3 1 Rz M o T & DR s R A0 i 5 PN 1z A0 e
DIEEFPITZ 12 2AMEI DL IBHIZEL L->TEY (K5
A),FEORREIEEALOBTAHALNS. LEL, 1R
TP RAE R AT 2 L, DB IR AR R M AR A 25 B (2 4
MUT, 7y 7D 5 REHEE A, RIS A A
AN OA BHEZHEE LT (E5B). 72, #kE
FE LR M o B L 72 FE I R A SR LS X — SERE S o W B A
SR L 7 R e B T A i P R R A o Bk o i SR
DL e A RN 3 ERE MM IZ T d s THUT TV S
DBHRLNIZ(H5C0).

v £ i

Fexlzgy MIBREHWT, 70 v 7O M2 L% #
R IS L72.SD R T v b O FERHIEH 25
PHTH Y, AL AR 80 HHETH L. AN
ETHW 1 HEO 7 v ME AR 2 & A4ER
Tdr ), 6 HwlZ W], 12 A H i £ 1, 27 20 H
FEEMICHY TR EEZOND.

TV 7 LM bR R oD JE I, PN I S AR
A R, PR RRHE R, A B0 W DT AR R, R S B A 4 P B
MDD 5 kg OMAER G THE I LTV LY 8
FHERSH O EROE FRaICBEF Vs 5
FEfEY S =— N 7 T VSO EEOTIR, K10 X
NI OMMER G AT Ic g S T ITE S
BTz Edbho . S RO Tl Kajikawa 500
BICEBy v Bk To /oL 25, R 2~5 1245



80




Y 114E2H10H

NB LTIy 7D 5 Rtk O MHER 523 8]
5T X 7z, ML 3 b R I <2 TR ke M5 6 A i A P B A
OB/ E XD LRk < Heth S 7228, BEHIHFICH
BEERBRRRL, Ty 7EEBETLIZIERVWEHE

LBEbhi-,

MMt % bR O LIS oW T, 12 A H e
B IR O BRI 2R AT A &, FRICHa AL B K
LT/ ZRid AL EHE L TWws b DRlNT
B LTwb L08R LN, REHORANICZH
AL T S0 R EIREBEEMMEH» S 7
Wy 7REMBEAE EEMBEER L THESATY
% . et 37 R MR o0 JE I B A O R 3 1, AR oD T A
%l & LIRAEIEEAIMAT A 5 O R WL L 2T LT
W5, COEEMADPHAL TERELZRLTWS Z
&, IR BB MM AS 2 & OW R O K] & A O R
HHY, ZOLDEEMAZRALTALTHE DX
EEWINL LI E LTV BEEENELZDO D, 721
MR LM GOREBRTICIZ2bDLEERESH
5.7 ADOMEAE EEMROMEZELT D KR A
DK & 2R A Mishima 522X W Bz hTw
B
27 P HEO—H TR S5C O & 5 IC B LM
N o FE I Fia A RIS, ¥ — RS O E A3 b 17z, Green
ST AR A BI%E L, MR a3 LR A o ZE R DA 2
f& L wide spaced collagen TlI& A L X TWw3
4 @ % basal laminar deposit & L, #§{3FE Ek o
KON, T b B, I IEHHERS (AL LNk
OWE D SRR X TW A D @ % basal linear deposit
ELTRALTWS, A7 CHBE L - aFE L
el 2 JE 50 0 W BV ¥ — #EHE 3 T, wide spaced collagen
XA BN o 75, ML bR AT o SR B o Nl
WHELTBD, ZOHELESAD 5 Green 5% ba-
sal laminar deposit IZH24 T2 b DL E 2 LN, EEED
Sy bORZALNIZZ EHL, MEEICLLERDE ED
N7z 20X WEMEIC L oBmLTL 5L, Ris
IS E A M A & HERL 38 b el & oW Bk 15 F 1 7
BLEZONTVAEY, ZORE, WBEAFE LMK
MEHEDB X CERRBIRE L 2 - T, B S HIE T ~D
HAMEORELFRTIRBIC LI L bR,

Green 5”3 basal laminar deposit %2 basal linear depo-

Ty 7EOMEEL - A 81

sit [3FAMERA L WENFDH D L LTS,

MGt TNy 7TEOESIHE T EwbATW
00 Ll § W RO T L ATA &, 51 ARG 0 %
fb& BRI D REE A% { A Hh i,

MR oMM ELLE LTI, Le»HETId4 &1L
A BT Ao 7225, 12 7 A e 00— 56 T i3 Bk 1B E A 1
RO RKES BRI HAR L TVwD L
T, AU IE IO HE R (R ARAE & Ml e o — TR S A b
7o L L, IR ISR HMERE 2 1R IC B bk A b h e o
2 NRTmEic o T, £, PIHIE SRR AERG (2 /2
e, B TR ARE B o i S W, R e % UK, %9 100 nm 14 8 O 1
L O EWAHBLL, 2512, gr kL Zhoo
YR AshEin LAMU B EGRRMER (I D IEA 5 LY s T
W5, B~ 7 A TIEAAIIBEREHERE 12 I3 L Z
L <, A1 EURRAE RE L2 12 2 H 6T/ IRHE & B & i
WMMEDEERALNIELTWAY. SHMOBETLA
P SRR HE R L2 R IR A AU B RLAE RS 12 D A
AR Z - TH D, LA D RIS i 5 Nl o 26
A RBIL LA L T B —HLTAabBRZ
EIFHIREVWITRTh - 72

27 HEGDO—EHTIE 5B @ X 5 (PR A
KL, BEAMESCHMBMAESZEHIZHNL TV 20045
Niz Ty 7 RN BRI CE SR O h
5L, Mt R bR R b IR BB I & oW B AR
DEIVML T T B e E 2 N5 MO TIE, 42
B9 72 i LIV X 5 5 & & A%, B2, BhAR 7%
EllBWTEHE IR TV A7, kAR EE T 3 ot R
DHREFEPRI > TWLH I EAHE "SR T A,
£ 7z, BYIR I RE TP O PR RHE D RS B &
ZOMMIBEHRETER SIS, KR TR L A
Tk AT A (TR L, BRI & MIMAE T 72 S
727V 7 BEO T R, BYAR I BE O s 2 (L & Blo
FiRE Bbh, MR ESEZ £ 59 A THEIKD 50T
RTdhoi-.

TNy 7 B A HERE T B P00 B T R L Dl 2 v R
LT 7z, 12 A H i C G R A 15 =6 M 1L P B A o 2 i
izt LM OB L Y IE S 2R L, 27 »H
TS HICIRE L T 7o, #8354 o 25 i B
W3 — T LT 723, IRk 226 A 1 % N e Al e o 2
R —ICRET A2 Cld e, —#IC IR L

Ea4A

12 » B,

R 52 A 1 PRI B2 K o JE ISR 0 T S (3 R £ 3R B MR D BRI & ERIE 2o T B, Tk 7RO
FRMERT (IR ISR IR A S e v, Rt 3 R AR O R IR RO R F P L2 2R AT & A, BEIRR A IR FIR L T

WwhH, A —E1um

B 12 »A#.
IR s e B A L PN R M R o0 AR SRS o0 BEAEAL & WP DS IA LIS A H L (RED) , & & TR ML o le ik o (5 )2 1K
O il ek ASHE Rt 2 R IS 2 T TV A (RLED). /¥ —1d 1 um

C 12 »A#.
TR e A XL PN 2 S o F BB A8 A L & P LT v 2 0D 100 R TR R 1, S Re i 2ke o0 — 38

(REM) Hi 5B, 78 —13 1 pum



HiEEE 10348 245

E5A 27 AR
HEHEL €0 3 b Rz IR o0 Jk I 2 iR B B M P B M 0 2L EEIE & BICE HIZAE L Tw b 23— 1 um
B 27 »A#.
Ty 7 BEOBPERMERE X 2 L, SO BEGAME & MIFEAEDT TV v 7 BT A S D . R IS I A A
Moo BHEEATH I L TV 5. 28—12 L um

Wigdsam & iz, ElbEtE~ AT, i f Ll
DOFLBENE X O Wk B AL A HE R 0 L EC I oD 5 A5
Wl EBIEL hoTvaolb @B YWY SR TWAS,

AT FE T, Wi 15T M LA A B A oD J i 5 7% 7 624k
WA R LA RE6,12,27 D H BT A S L7, JLE
WD 2% RaAL I — R i L2 [ B 0 K, HE e g0, |z e
OFAE, BRI OB LIZLIEA SR AR T,
Z OISR 1 R BRI D H B & ] IR | 2 B R R A
JEONED S MENFFEMN LS X 28 L IREBEATE K 2
N, Chdy@yEShD 2 CHRIERFZRBICRD LE
ABNTWBY, Z LT, BERL U 726 I A0 2 g 12
Lo THASN TR INL DY, Z O I I B I X
DD BEEINDHEEFECIEIT EZ L%k
TLRTWVE SR TWD™, B, AR, B

OFEEPIIFEZRENIZL L EREEREI LTV E W
HALT D WR S N5 A PR A e oD A G 1 AL B
BRI WD, BELEZR L0 LERESISE. 20O
& 9 B BRI O N R> % R AL PE 5 BB BE S 12D n»w T
WEARWFEZ Z DB WA, Ty TR A B
F LRz MR & RS B T L & oM BT % O B RE A KT
SR kbLEZLNS.,

I M A LA P R i o B S {k & LT, ek o
— B AN L MR L ) 2 o THBJE AR DT 22k
ML TW2DH6,12,27 M HiO—fTA BN 7-.
6,122 TIXEKBEATERILEMAEL TWBIRICO
AAB AR O ML 28k %GR, Orzalesi 5" O R L & 3
LTWwWiz. 27 HERTIE, 7 v 7o ST Ty
LB IRoML sy AL, 20 X ) BB EIR



FHE114E2 H10H

H5C 27 A&,
HYN 8 3 e M o0 B K L 72 R R A SRS, ¥ — Ak i
OWE (FEN AR L TwS,. 7Ly 7HENICEHDOIR
G RELRE < A S A A & L B L IR 5 55 =T A i 4 P9 2 M L o
e Ao i R RO A2k ASHY R 0 3 F R A B (2 ) 7o
THUTWS (KLD).28—iF 1 um

DMl ZEEIZ AR TRTEH 2O Hka F Tinizbw
9 e, MR LM R EE A B & BRI
DM ZEEE AN ML O L % b 5 & 9 (T
EOWESY, RBOMBE T ICRFREZIEAT S L BER
OB AMI L OME" L EVHL. DX IR
B IR O ML 22 D3] % IR T B I REZAHTH S
AL M DEGREE L EZ STV LYY R
HFZE T DR 52 B A L PN e R 0 SRR R 77 v 7 Jit
DR DOEALY H LA T L Z Edtbho /.
SR OEBRMERE L2 T EDLERDE I 2L 5.6
7 1 i C IR A M Bl A5 A 1 A I o SR S I D — R 4 2 T 4
b & W A3 & A, [0 LS AR e M5 Bl 1005 1A e N 2 &
Bl IROMBEZER A A Bz, 12 S H il TR 3 Lk
ML I ER O MUK N2 22 A5 IR L, Nk LI o
By IR, WA N A A5 PN R Ml o A% i T D — 56

Ty 7BEOMEBEL - Pl 83

(ZEHAL & WrEL AT A & A, [ 5 o0 A B It ikt g o> —
(CHFAE ML Ze ke D — A A bz, £ 7, AL & Wy
HA3 A 5 N7 BRI L LIRS IS E A I P R R 7 © 12
RO ZERA A Sz, 27 2 H TR o RRIERE O
RS S HIZFH & 4 D, —F T basal laminar depo-
sit A3 B A7 D, GEPERGE DT 2 R BB IR A O K 7 &
DRVEDPARLNI. ZDLHIT, Ty MRT VY T
DOFAMEFT RLIE H # i tE I L2508 < o 7z, Lt L,
7y FPOMGBIUBMIZEVTIROELALRDL I &
6, Ty 7EOMNEEIES WAL, RN %
MWELEARAL THHT B Z b o . SRHlD
FEERFE R S5, SD R T v MRIZ TV v 7 EOMZ1L
DEBREFVEIPE LTHWLZ N TEL EEDR
Ak

RARALIINGD, TRINEBR Y T L7 MIGER KSR
BEUEFNEEBIRICER A LET. F. 270 HlO
F v MRZFRAL L TF & o 2 nUE R 48 i 240N
HIC (B, AP RERBRESR) (OR# - LT

X &

1) FILERE © IR BORT A A, L6 & BR. B &k

95:1145—1180, 1991.

KHEE #E 1 EAME Fv—F & B NN BOR R

i, PR AE () A MOOK No. 29 £ AN LR &

5 iR, BT, 158168, 1986

3) Hogan M] : Bruch's membrane and disease of the
macula. Role of elastic tissue and collagen. Trans
Ophthalmol Soc UK 87:113—161, 1967.

4) Hogan M]J, Alvarado J: Studies on the human
macula. IV. Aging changes in Bruch's membrane.
Arch Ophthalmol 77 : 410—420, 1967.

5) Hogan M] : Role of the retinal pigment epithelium

[S%]

in macular disease. Trans Am Acad Ophthalmol
Otolaryngol 76 : 64—80, 1972.

6) Sarks SH : Ageing and degeneration in the macu-
lar region : A clinico- pathological study. Br ] Oph-
thalmol 60 : 324341, 1976.

7) KEEE, EHTE  MEIRGE O Aging ICHT 5
PR A F7E— 55 3 B TSR IC X B
i LR oBIgt. HIRSGE 88:641—652, 1984,

8) Feeney - Burns L, Ellersieck MR : Age - related
changes in the ultrastructure of Bruch's mem-
brane. Am ] Ophthalmol 100 : 686—697, 1985.

9) Green WR, Enger C: Age-related macular degen-
eration histopathologic studies . Ophthalmology
100:1519—1535, 1993.

10) Kajikawa K, Yamaguchi T, Katsuda S, Miwa A :
An improved electron stain for elastic fibers using
tannic acid. ] Electron Microsc 24 : 287—289, 1975.

11) SEAEA, Bk 2 RFE R, R A #HEES,
A& F Al HEIE )  SEERT O =P
¥tEr—%.v 7 b4 2 A%k, HE, 27, 220, 1989,



84

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

Nakaizumi Y : The ultrastructure of Bruch's mem-
brane. I. Human, monkey, rabbit, guinea pig, and
rat eyes. Arch Ophthalmol 72 : 380—387, 1964.
Mishima H, Kondo K : Ultrastructure of age
changes in the basal infoldings of aged mouse reti-
nal pigment epithelium. Exp Eye Res 33 :75—84,
1981.

WHERTF, KR L, &34FM sHE— SHE
EF, FIUEE  EbREET LT 2 OMEPEEE
ERE ML & 7y 7 o it 2L, HIR&EE 96
180—189, 1992.

EHEAF BAERT, KB & FILEE : 2t
REEFLITAIBT L7y 7EOMERTEE
{b. HEIR%EE  97:595—601, 1993

Ramrattan RS, van der Schaft TL, Mooy CM, de
Bruijn WC, Mulder PGH, de Jong PTVM :
Morphometric analysis of Bruch's membrane, the
choriocapillaris, and the choroid in aging. Invest

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

HHRZEE 103% 2%

Ophthalmol Vis Sci 35: 2857—2864, 1994.

1B &k — BB - &5 A AL 4 5 R R B, 296, 208,
378, 507, 1984.

Orzalesi N, de Felice GP, Carta S : Budding of
choriocapillary endothelial cells in the normal pig-
mented rat. Exp Eve Res 46: 105—109, 1988.
Yamamoto T, Yamashita H : Pseudopodia of cap-
illary endothelium in ocular tissues. Jpn J Ophthal-
mol 34 : 181—187, 1990.

Heriot W], Henkind P, Bellhorn RW, Burns MS :
Choroidal neovascularization can digest Bruch's
membrane. A prior break is not essential. Ophthal-
mology 91 : 1603—1608, 1984.

Zhu ZR, Goodnight R, Ishibashi T, Sorgente N,
Ogden TE, Ryan S] : Breakdown of Bruch's mem-
brane after subretinal injection of vitreous. Oph-
thalmology 95 : 925—929, 1988.




