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Abstract

Background : Laser in situ keratomileusis
(LASIK) is an effective method for correcting a
wide range of myopia. However, complications
sometimes occur. We report here a case treated with
epithelial scraping two years and 4 months after
surgery for epithelial ingrowth in the central cor-
nea after LASIK.

Case : A 32 year-old woman who had undergone
LASIK one year and 4 months before visited our
hospital because of visual loss. At the first examina-
tion in our clinic, her best-corrected visual acuity
was 20/60 in the right eye and 20/15 in the left eye.
Epithelial ingrowth was observed in both eyes, but
in the right eye, the epithelial ingrowth had reached
the central cornea leading to the visual loss. The
increased corneal stromal opacity decreased the

visual acuity to 20/400. The patient decided to
undergo epithelial scraping. The corneal flap was
dissected again and epithelial scraping was per-
formed on the stromal bed and back of the corneal
flap. The visual acuity was improved from 20/400 to
20/40. However, the stromal opacity and the corneal
astigmatism still remained.

Conclusion : This case suggests that epithelial
scraping should be performed immediately when
ingrowing epithelium after LASIK begins to invade
the central cornea. (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc 105 :
265—269, 2001)
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