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Amiodarone-induced Keratopathy
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Abstract

Background : We studied 17 patients who receiv-
ed oral administration of amiodarone.

Cases : The patients were 13 males and 4 females
with the mean age of 65.7 years. The periods of
follow-up observation ranged from 120 to 1,085 days.
Keratopathy was found in 7 cases(41.2%), during
the follow-up period. The grade of keratopathy
showed no fixed tendency in age, total drug dose, or
duration of administration, nor was there any cor-
relation between the grade on the one hand and the
period from inception of amiodarone administration
to the development of keratopathy and total drug
dose on the other. The effects of amiodarone on the

cornea, conjunctival epithelium, anterior subcap-
sular lens, and tear fluid were stuided histologically
in 2 cases. Effects of amiodarone were found in the
cornea and anterior subcapsular lens, but not in the
conjunctival epithelium and tear fluid.

Conclusion : It is possible that keratopathy may
be an indicator for long-term administration and
for predicting the development of other complica-
tions of amiodarone. (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc 105 :
399—405, 2001)
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