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Abstract

Purpose : To evaluate the long-term results of
vitrectomy for complications of proliferative diabet-
ic retinopathy.

Methods : Five-year follow-up examinations were
obtained on 33 eyes of 24 patients that underwent
vitrectomy. The preoperative status of macula was
no detachment(group 1, 9 eyes), macular detach-
ment (group 2, 17 eyes), and traction macular fold
(group 3, 7 eyes).

Results : The retina was successfully reattached
in 17 eyes(100%). The final visual acuity obtained
was as follows : 75% of the eyes had acuity of 0.1 or
better in group 1, 65% in group 2, and 86% in group
3 ; 44% had acuity of 0.5 or better in group 1, 24%
in group 2, and 14% in group 3 ; and 11% had acuity

of 0.05 or worse in group 1, 18% in group 2, and 0%
in group 3. 11% of the final visual acuity was worse
than the postoperative best visual acuity (three lines
or more) in group 1, 29% in group 2, and 14% in
group 3. The causes of worsening in vision were
optic or macular atrophy.

Conclusions : Vitrectomy for complications of
proliferative diabetic retinopathy is valuable in im-
proving the patient’s visual acuity. (J Jpn Ophthal-
mol Soc 105 : 457—462, 2001)

Key words : Proliferative diabetic retinopathy, Vi-
trectomy, Traction retinal detachment,
Vitreous hemorrhage, Long-term re-
sults
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