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A Case of Steroid-induced Glaucoma after Radial Keratotomy
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Abstract

Background : We report a patient who was diag-
nosed as having steroid-induced glaucoma after
radial keratotomy(RK) and suffered from severe
visual field defect.

Case : A 29-year-old man underwent RK for both
eyes. After the operation, he was treated for six
months with topical medication including 0.1% and
0.01% betamethasone without measuring intra-
ocular pressure(IOP). When he consulted an oph-
thalmologist, his IOP was 43 mmHg in the right eye
and 51 mmHg in the left eye. At our initial examina-
tion, his IOP was 8 mmHg in the right eye and 10
mmHg in the left eye with 750 mg acetazolamide
peroral, 0.5% timolol maleate, and latanoprost eye-
drops. There were RK 16 incisions on the cornea and

we found severe glaucomatous visual field loss.
Finally we perfomed trabeculotomy in both eyes for
IOP control with conservative therapy.

Conlusion : As the keratorefractive surgery be-
comes popular, we must be careful of problems, such
as steroid-induced glaucoma, and the change of
refraction following the change of I0P.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi (J Jpn Ophthalmol
Soc 107 : 213—218, 2003)

Key words : Steroid-induced glaucoma, Radial ker-
atotomy (RK), Keratorefractive sur-
gery, Intraocular pressre (IOP) and re-
fractive error, Trabeculotomy
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