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Abstract

Purpose : We report 6 cases of herpes simplex
keratitis after ophthalmic surgery, in eyes without
clinical history of herpes simplex keratitis.

Cases . These cases comprised 6 patients examined
at our hospital between April 1992 and November
2001. Past operations were keratoplasty in 5 eyes
and cataract surgery in 1 eye. Clinical findings and
predisposing factors were evaluated retrospectively.
The period between herpetic epithelial keratitis
onset and ophthalmic surgery ranged from 1.5 to 79
months. Predisposing factors included corticoster-
oid therapy and operative wound. The herpetic
epithelial lesions were dendritic ulcers in 2 eyes,
geographic ulcer in 1 eye, and atypical epithelial
lesions in 3 eyes ; in all cases, herpes simplex virus

(HSV)-DNA was detected by polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) in tear fluid. All herpetic epithelial
lesions healed with oral and topical acyclovir.
Conclusions : When corticosteroids are used fol-
lowing ophthalmic surgery, physicians should be
alert to the possibility of herpetic epithelial ker-
atitis, even in patients with no clinical history of
herpes simplex keratitis. PCR detection in tear fluid
is helpful in diagnosing this disease.
Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi(J Jpn Ophthalmol
Soc 107 : 538—542, 2003)

Key words : Herpes simplex keratitis, Keratoplasty,
Cataract surgery, Corticosteroid, Poly-
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7. DNA }# & PCR O 7L IZMHEIEREY L 72D T,
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WA AR OBE MG RIHCEX2 2L bbb 50, H
LES DG E I EX RN FL - HE L - AREHE 1~2
FELBICHRET 2 %2515, L»L, donor AFEIC
BREG L Tz HSV EH L s h, 28 /AEEHEE
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