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Abstract

Purpose : To study the factors for poor visual
outcome in photodynamic therapy (PDT) for age-
related macular degeneration (AMD) patients with
subfoveal choroidal neovascularization.

Materials and Methods : Medical charts of eig-
hty-five patients (88 eyes) who had AMD with sub-
foveal choroidal neovascularization were reviewed
in the study. All patients were followed up by visual
acuity assessment, angiography, and optical coher-
ence tomography at least 6 months after PDT.

Results : Out of 11 cases of poor visual outcome, 7
cases showed cystoid macular edema(CME) before
treatment and 4 cases showed massive subretinal
hemorrhage and/or vitreous hemorrhage after treat-
ment. Some cases with CME had a worse visual

outcome than cases without CME.

Conclusions : Some of the factors for poor visual
outcome after PDT for AMD are the existence of
CME before treatment and polypoidal choroidal
vasculopathy (PCV). In some cases, PCV caused
massive subretinal hemorrhage and/or vitreous
hemorrhage after treatment.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi(J Jpn Ophthalmol
Soc 111 : 309—314, 2007)
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