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A Case of Metastasis of a Squamous Esophageal Cancer to the Iris
with Resemblance to Hypopyon
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Abstract

Background : Metastasis of a malignant tumor
to the iris is rare. We treated a patient with such a
metastasis from esophageal cancer.

Case : A 58-year-old man who had had an opera-
tion for squamous esophageal cancer complained of
conjunctival injection affecting the left eye. On
examination, visual acuity in both eyes was 1.2, and
intraocular pressure(IOP) in both eyes was 18
mmHg. A grayish tumor with irregular contours
was found on the surface of the iris of the left eye
at 2 o’clock, and cottonlike material was pooled in
the anterior chamber. No metastases elsewhere in
the body were clinically evident. After IOP rose to
34 mmHg accompanied by ocular pain, we performed
a peripheral iridectomy for diagnosis. Pathologic

findings indicated squamous esophageal cancer met-
astatic to the iris. Metastases to lung and liver were
found by computed tomography shortly after hos-
pitalization. Radiotherapy 40 Gy was applied to the
iris tumor. IOP then fell, and ocular pain disappea-
red.

Conclusion : Metastasis of a squamous esopha-
geal cancer to the iris can resemble a hypopyon.
Radiotherapy was effective in this patient.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi(J Jpn Ophthalmol
Soc 111 : 735—740, 2007)

Key words : Squamous esophageal cancer, Cotton-
like material, Hypopyon, Radiotherapy
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