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Abstract

Purpose : The clinical features and visual progno-
sis after vitrectomy for endophthalmitis which had
developed after cataract surgery were compared in
two groups with or without background factors,
including malignant tumor, diabetes, oral steroid
administration, collagen disease, dacryocystitis, and
lid closure disturbance.

Method : Fifty-two patients (53 eyes) who under-
went a vitrectomy for the treatment of endoph-
thalmitis which had developed within 6 weeks after
cataract surgery. They were divided into two groups
according to the presence (21 eyes, group A) or ab-
sence (32 eyes, group B) of background factors, and
were retrospectively compared based on their medi-
cal records.

Results : The culture-positive rate was 62% in
group A and 69% in group B. The incidence of a final
visual acuity of more than 20/20 was significantly
lower in group A (14%) than in group B (47%, p<

0.05). Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, -
hemolytic Streptococcus and Enterococcus were
frequently identified in group A. Leakage from the
cataract wound was found in about 80% of the pa-
tients with corneal incisions, and a wound that had
not been covered by the conjunctiva was significantly
more frequent as a factor in group A (group A, 13
eyes ; group B, 10 eyes ; p<0.05).

Conclusion : Postoperative endophthalmitis may
have a less favorable visual prognosis in patients with
background factors, so precise wound construction
during cataract surgery is important in these pa-
tients.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi(J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc
112 : 525—530, 2008)

Key words : Postoperative endophthalmitis, Vitrecto-
my, Background factor, Wound con-
struction
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