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A Case of Intralenticular Foreign Iron Body

without any Symptoms for 20 Years

Sayaka Shiraishi, Anna Ueyama, Teruhiko Okazaki, Keisuke Kawana,
Yuuichi Kaji and Tetsuro Oshika
Department of Ophthalmology, Institute of Clinical Medicine, University of Tsukuba

Abstract

Background : After penetrating injury an intralen-
ticular foreign body is usually associated with
complications such as traumatic cataracts, uveitis,
and glaucoma. Under rare conditions, however, a
foreign body may remain in the eye without any
complications for many years. There have been few
reports of persisting intralenticular foreign bodies in
Japan, and no report of an intralenticular body of
iron which was retained for more than 6 months. We
report a case of intralenticular foreign iron body that
stayed without any symptoms for 20 years.

Case Report : A 65 years old male with an episode
of ocular pain in his right eye 20 years ago presented
with blurred vision in the right eye. Slit lamp
examination revealed cataract and a intralenticular
foreign body in the right eye. Despite the presence of
a black foreign body in the middle of the nucleus,

damage to the anterior capsule was minimal. He was
successfully treated by surgical removal of the
foreign body, phacoemulsification, and intraocular
lens implantation. In vitro analysis demonstrated that
the foreign body was oxidized Fe.

Conclusion : A foreign body may remain dormant
in the crystalline lens for many years depending on
the conditions. We reported a patient with an
intralenticular foreign iron body without symptoms
for 20 years, who was successfully treated with lens
surgery.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi(J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc
112 : 882—886, 2008)

Key words : Intralenticular foreign body, Capsular
damage, Cataract, Oxidized Fe
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