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A Review

Mechanisms and Regulation of Corneal Neovascularization

Tomohiko Usui
Department of Ophthalmology, University of Tokyo

Abstract

The cornea is a transparent tissue and its transpar-
ency is dependent on many factors including avascu-
larity. However, in response to a stimulation such as
inflammation, neovasculature from the limbal plexus
can invade the transparent cornea. Neovasculariza-
tion in the corneal tissue induces unwanted opacifica-
tion, which can result in significant reduction in
visual function. Furthermore, corneal neovasculari-
zation is the main risk factor for rejection after
keratoplasty. Although anti-angiogenic therapy is a
promising approach to reduce corneal opacity and
immune rejection secondary to keratoplasty, the
exact mechanism driving corneal neovasuclarization

has not been fully identified. In this review, we
summarize the known mechanisms of corneal neovas-
cularization and describe the involvement of macro-
phage migration inhibitory factor and the tissue
rennin angiotensin system. Regulation of these
factors can have immense therapeutic potential for
the treatment and prevention of corneal neovascular-
ization.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc
113 : 1041—1049, 2009)
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RAERF 2 @RS 27, 72, i L 72 BRI
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ZAUZ DN TR BRI IS B L 72 A 9 AR 5t TR - % 401
T5 VS FEPBICRAASNTEY, ZoOMRFENL

& —74y b & LI N R e 358 A - (vascular endo-

thelial growth factor : VEGF) 2’817 511 %, VEGF X
I EREL ED, £ OMEFERBIZBNTE
5T O—>2TH Y, W% EREITER S O
EHNREOEE, WiEEMNE 2%, %72 VEGF (2R
AL OBEAE 5 T A Lk L, —HofimEkiz b EHE
TER L, #EMROREARITIENS, FEET A
FHAVELTOREOFHELADLETVAE", ko7
VEGF 2 #llfll92 2 &3, MEMETELELSFE
IR MEFEOIMFNETH DY, 4L DHENZD
WHEZFHLTWEY, Lo, MRS §ImeE L
FEHFICELo TR L TWAHRTHY, VEGF O
AT HON TV BB R TIE R\, FEFEIZ VEGF 2 7

Oy 7952 & TAEMEFEIHICER TED 5P,

SERIZHIRIT 5 2 LA RETH DY, 642 =
ALDFRPEENT VDS, Z 2 TERAZMEHED A
B = A LDHO 72012, BT TAHBRIMENEICST
LRGN T W Erolov a7 7 — Vi HIER
¥ (macrophage migration inhibitory factor : MIF) & #il
WL =747 vy R G renin angiotensin
system : fHAK RAS) 12D W CTEIWE TV % Flv TR L
72,

Il MIF & s 54

MIFid~v27 077 —VOBE*HETLIEIZLD
~ou7r—=YEBENCE EOLEMEET AN T
TH2". X 5T, MIF OBF 72 5 28 O JE K
IBEGIER I L, MIF 235 & 1) fR EICE 5 LT
WBZEDMLNTE Tz, FE T OB B
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B3 MIF /vy U779 hYXEFERTIRIEIE YT AABENOERE
10-0 F A 0 rhax ARFEICHA TS I LI ) ARMEHTEZTFE L2, WiEHR7 HBICBWTIEH
G % Tsolectin B4 (MM RIYL 7 F ) O EE T, BiE~s0 77—V % F4/80 1234 56
Yt CHI%E L 72, Macrophage migration inhibitory factor  MIF) / v 7 77 b= A Tlx, BER <Y 2
W2 BRI A (FE) e~ 7 07 7 — P O (FE) 25855 L T\ 7o,
(3 28, Figure 3, Figure 4 705 #F0] % 15Czfk, %)

SN, SRS EOL, SREREE %, BIEET 3 v 7,
FEHE PR T GRLRRIEAE) , BEETY v~ 7, SERES
SEEMERE, BBIERLBHEUEZ &, & F I F AR KSITK
EREBEEZRIZLTVDLIEFPELRIZRY)DOH S
WO F 7 MIF G S5 i <0 HE 55 1 3 o 1 538 24 12
o URERTFE LT < 2 & S A HHE & o b 35
WEnTB Y mitogen-activated protein kinase %
PI 3 kinase % /9 4 ELF 7, M PN Bz B8 0ill R0 it 76 4%
BRICHT 20 T AN AL BRI ERTWEY, X5
B Z 2 12, 20 MIF (ZE5 A R0 1 A (R
M4 5% & VEGF O5Bl% i L 50T, MIF
DOFFITZVEGF O LR 25| I T LR 5. T
HbhH, VEGF ® LI ET 2014 A& LT
MIF 2% 252 LD TELDTH L. IRMMETIE, BE
|2 Matsuda 512 & ) A _ERzoFEAMEE 12 MIF O35
Ao 5N, MIF EREETF A A e LTD
A% 6T, BAMGIERICHEEL TW AR RINT
\/\527).

COEICELEL OREMEBICEEL2EEH S
MIF 23 IMAE T A BS54 % G 2 B 729012,
YT ADT V) IMERREA R FEARNET AT TV
THETL72E 24, ARBMEHEOBRIZB VT MIF
A mRNA LX)V, BEEHE LNV CTBEIELA L Tn5 2
EOHEFRE NP, MIF 1 S8 FE % o> 4 b Rz sl %
FEME, BREAMRICEEL WY, 22T, MIF
DARRIMETE BT DML T 572012, /v 7
T YT AR AW R T o7z, MIF /v 77

M~ ANCHBRINE I E L FHET 5 &, FERM~Y R
WL T~ 207 7 — Y ORER MEHE I
ENTWAP (M3, ZOZEDSRIENMEICAEL S
&, WM L L2 B AR, EEME, BELAL~ 0
77 —=VIZBWTMIF OFEANEH L, % MRz
BWICHFESTLEEZZ5N/2(M4). 72 MIF 122
%\ 72 I X 5 VEGF O 3HITER, MIF 12X 5%
FHE~ 707 7 =TV MERTICE EE LT ENESHIC
JAE SRR M R P 0 5 % 45 < & i & 7z (1K
4), Yk XY MIF O AREMEFECBTLH5 L w9
Pizle A = X2 0—IHA B L, MIF O] As
FAEMMALIZE R M FEOWHNZ DR DD Z L DEZ S
n7z. BFE, FLMIF HIOREIEATEY, 8F8F
e RIEMRBANSH SN, ZOBRBEICRL L LD,
B AR EANOR R LIRS NG, SHITFERE
DEFEFIIBWT MIF OREFZHRETH L &1, MIF
OIFNC L DIRBH 2 &3 F 8F B vl 45
VERH S .

IV RAS &l i 4

RAS (ZAMAR DT L EHRE /N T > A OHEFFIZHE
ERMFE—RVELRTH LY. RASORETHLT
YIOFT Y = VIR EICHE AR SN, Rk
SWEND, FIFETELASNZ L= VIZZOT VY
Ty o= rEgliL, 7Y% 731 (Ang
D)2SEEEN, Ang 1IZS BT v I 470y V&R
%% (angiotensin converting enzyme : ACE)IZ& 1) 7~
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M 5 1&E RAS &#E# RAS.
L= 7o VF7 vy YR (RAS) ICIZTEEE RAS EHFERAS O DD REL LY AT ADFEET S, TEEE
RAS T CABLENTT v OF T v v ) = TrF U BB CERENT L =0 R T v O 7 v v VR
RIZXD T IOF T MRy, REILEICEBT A7 v V47 v TRISZEAR(ATIR) 24 Ll
JE_E AR AR O 2 565 2. — M RAS 13, MR CINS ORF2FEA S, 405k

DOYEFY VIO EAET A,

VAT N (Ang I)~NEE#HINSL, Ang T 1E
RAS ORAIGERTF FTH Y, I EIZ71E (angio-
tensin type I receptor : ATIR) & 4 L TILAEIUHE, 7K
BIRE O &L RE 2 561 L, MFE% b
ASEL(H5). ZOL)ITHETER S 172 RAS

TPAEE R CRIEOME T > e — ) )VICS5§ 58 %
% 6 B% RAS (circulating RAS) & W\ A SR Ak
EARNICREET A 7201258 E L TE AL EZON
T3,

—75, RFTOMIRIZBWTH RASHTIEZH L, M
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Vehicle Telmisartan no RT

164
20

IL06

6 FTIVIHILE LD ABRMEFHREIS.
10-0 74 10 v EMEEEICHEAT S LI ) MEIMERELFE L7, WiEHR7 HEIZBW CmED
HFISE Tsolectin B 4(MEANEAFRIGL 7 F ) OGRS CRE L7z, 7Y o4 7 v o v TRZEKOT
VY TZAMTH BT IV IV VY ¥ (telmisartan) DIEG- (/54 IV FE) I, vehicle (PBS)#%5- (/¥4 L 1
BO i L ¢, FWICABEMES A2 H SN, 7V Iy o528, AEICBIT S VEGE
%°, monocyte chemotactic protein-1 (MCP-1), interleukin-6 (IL-6), intracellular adhesion molecule-1
(ICAM-1) 7% & D JAERI A T-00 mRNA FEHASHTT L 72 (/540 V) . G3PDH XA, no RT I3 &S

JitEd

(3t 35, Figure 5, Figure 6 7» 5 #F0] %15 Czifk, %)

faDm e, e, MAELZ SRR OAEIE R Ay
R EOWRERHE) Z Do TELY. LT, KIE
B R BRI 20 &R 2 REB IS B Wl I 563
L7z Ang T 2SI MR IZ B 2 #iE 55F X0 SEE
A MHA COFEREITCES S, FHMERISTLTD
SFSERWERTOREBAFEOA L 5T, HINFKRO S
b, ¥R E S, Ang T2 b OB IEWET 1 b
HA e LTHRT AL ERTWEY ™ (M5, 2ok
IBRBIOV =T IV F T vy v FE MRk RAS (tis-
sue RAS) &\ 9,

Z 2 CTHRIMEREICBIT S RAS OG- 2 5512
T 572012, ¥ AREGAFEABEINEFEETIVEH
W RAS OFHZKBET L 72/ 8K, mRNA LV TT »
7=, ACE, ATIR OB ILH L T
W7z¥ F 72, RAS ORABEFENRTF FTH5 Ang 1T
WG U 7o Al Bl o= L 7z S EAiE, MmN
e % &7 ABEEEICEIL Tnwb 2 LA REgm
X YRS NZY,. E512, REFNVIZBIF S RAS
DEELTHSNIZT A0, ATIR7 ¥ T=A |
(angiotensin II receptor blocker : ARB) T& 5 7 )L 3
Py oGRS R FEET VISR LIEIT L. 35
E, AEEEEELCT VIV SRS ETIIAEE
B2 BT 2 JAEMBE O R R MU B AR 2535 B H] S
72(6). ZLTTFIVIVLY v EKS LAKTI,
VEGF % monocyte chemotactic protein-1 (MCP-1),
interleukin-6 (IL-6) 7 & @ %€ B K1+, intracellu-

lar adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-1) 72 & D5 47T D 5EH
P E N B Z EDTRENT (N 6).

F IS M ISR T d B 7200, RAS 2SR5 L 7wl
ik & BT Cn7zAs, AR, EnEHETH 2
BREIZBWTh, BEREE) v~ T 0 L) e REERER
TIXEEMIE D RAS OZIATLEL, g~ IME
HEAMEE S NS Z LG SN TWAEY, MmER#kE &
Vo BRI BV T O RIED & 9 BIRAYIREEIC B
WCIERATO RAS 25TE AL T % 720, M H A3 L
THMMEEHEZ b2 EZ SN2 (X T).

Pk X D ARB #5513 AR AEREIZ BT 5 5 Hr &
HlcEMTH L FHREND., F72, ARB IR
M ICBOWCIRETHRIERZET 5222 dMoNTH
DT HIREE Y L COEFISHAMIRE S TwD, 7
7) AWM 7 & CHEEE S N AR % ) I ORTIRES
FIETIE LT UIZIRES ERZ L, BREMEIC R 2 &
LW, Cok)nl EICETHRIERZ AL, 7o
Podese, MEHAEIRZEL 20 5 5 ARB L, FEEICH
Gy — V2 b L b b,

V Bbh I

AAEH T IIEMEA B AEFED X ) = XA IZDW0
T, Wl 4 DHET L7z MIF & RAS O 5% Hul 2
WL, ShoonFrElldsZ icky, mEE
HH~oOREE R L2, LaL, WEFEEL Y —7 v
e L7ziaReZR72E, IEZHERSES, wbWw
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