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Abstract

Background : Retinal arterial macroaneurysm
typically involves the second order arterioles and is
relatively uncommon on the optic disc. Here, we
present three cases of retinal arterial macroaneu-
rysm.

Report of cases : Case 1 was a 56-year-old woman,
Case 2 was a 78-year-old man, and Case 3 was an 86-
year-old man. In Cases 1 and 3, the fundus could not
be observed visually at the time of initial examination
because of vitreous bleeding. Retinal arterial macro-
aneurysm was revealed during vitrectomy. In Case 2,
retinal arterial macroaneurysm was found on the
optical disc along with a retinal hemorrhage which
disappeared without any treatment. In all three cases,
visual acuity was normal after treatment.

Conclusions : Since retinal arterial macroaneu-

rysm on the optical disc may be overlooked when
treating vitreous bleeding in cases where the cause is
not known, we believe that retinal arterial macro-
aneurysm should be taken into consideration as a
possible underlying cause. While photocoagulation of
retinal arterial macroaneurysm on the optic disc is
infrequently used to, localized photocoagulation
retinal arterial macroaneurysm on the optic disk is
considered to be difficult. We are of the opinion that
progression should be observed carefully till the
macroaneurysm is absorbed.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc
114 : 801—804, 2010)

Key words : Vitreous bleeding, Vitrectomy, Optic
disc, Retinal arterial macroaneurysm
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