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Eyelid Surgery for Refractory Filamentary Keratitis

Koji Kitazawa"”, Norihiko Yokoi”, Akihide Watanabe”, Biji Araki”
Aoi Komuro”, Kayoko Inagaki” and Shigeru Kinoshita”
Y Baptist Eye Clinic
 Department of Ophthalmology, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine

Abstract

Purpose : Cases of filamentary keratitis that are
unresponsive to conventional medical treatment
methods are often encountered in the clinical setting.
Here we report on cases of filamentary keratitis that
showed no recurrence for long periods after perform-
ing eyelid surgery.

Subjects and Methods : Enrolled were 17 eyes of
13 patients with filamentary keratitis who had eyelid
surgery (4 men and 9 women ranging in age from 54-
89 years ; mean age : 73.6 years). Ptosis operations
were performed with blepharoptosis (14 eyes of 11
patients) and entropion operations were performed
on cases with filamentary keratitis but without
entropion (3 eyes of 2 patients).

Results : Following blepharoptosis, the filamenta-
ry keratitis disappeared in all cases except in one
which experienced a recurrence of filamentary kera-

titis probably due to the recurrence of ptosis.
However, the filamentary keratitis in that case also
disappeared following reoperation for the blepharop-
tosis. After entropion surgery, the keratitis disap-
peared in all cases with eye drops.

Conclusion : The satisfactory, long-term postoper-
ative results obtained in this study suggest that eyelid
surgery is an effective treatment for filamentary
keratitis unresponsive to conventional medical treat-
ment methods.

Nippon Ganka Gakkai Zasshi(J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc
115 : 693—698, 2011)

Key words : Filamentary keratitis, Blepharoptosis,
Levator resection, Modified Hotz proce-
dure
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