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Abstract

We examined the lymphocyte subsets in circulating blood in patients with herpetic keratitis by
means of reactivity with monoclonal antibodies to the surface antigens of OKT3*, OKT4* and OKTS8".
The herpetic keratitis patients included dendritic keratitis (10 cases), stromal keratitis (10 cases), and
inactive keratitis (16 cases). A group of 55 healthy subjects was served as controls. Both patients with
dendritic keratitis and those with stromal keratitis showed significantly higher percentage values of
OKT4" cells than normal controls (p<0.001, p<0.01). And patients with dendritic keratitis showed
significantly lower percentage values of OKT8" cells than normal controls (p<0.01). Both patients
with dendritic keratitis and those with stromal keratitis showed significantly higher OKT4*/QOKTS8*
ratio than normal controls (p<0.001, p<0.01). There was no difference in the lymphocyte subset
pattern between patients with inactive keratitis and normal controls. These observations showed that
T lymphocytes (especially helper T lymphocytes) may play an important role in herpetic keratitis.
(Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 91 : 240—245, 1987)
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