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A Merkel Cell Tumor of the Eyelid
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Abstract

A T71-year-old man with Merkel cell carcinoma measuring 27 X18X13mm on the upper eyelid of his
left eye was treated with 28 sessions of cryotherapy at the base of tumor, and wide local excision of
the tumor was done. The tumor has not recurred 14months after the excision. Dense infiltration of
medium-sized basophilic cells was seen in hemotoxylin and eosin stained sections. The nuclei of tumor
cells were round and relatively uniform in size. They had limited amounts of chromatin and few
nucleoli. In the tumor cells, amounts of cytoplasm were small. Mytotic figures were seen in many of
the cells. Electron microscopy revealed the presence of dense core granules in the cytoplasm. This is

the second case of Merkel cell tumor seen on the eyelid in Japan. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 91: 776
—1784, 1987)
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