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Abstract

Virological examinations for herpes virus were performed in three cases of Kirisawa-Urayama
type uveitis in an attempt to detect the causative agent. From all 3 cases, varicella-zoster virus (VZV)
antigen was observed in inflammatory cells from vitreous humor, by direct inmunofluorescence using
monoclonal antibody. However, no viral antigen for herpes simplex virus or cytomegalovirus was
found, and no herpes virus was isolated from the samples. Herpes antibodies and the antibody
quotients of the intraocular fluid in these cases were also tested, and a high antibody titer and
antibody quotient for VZV were detected in 2 of the cases. However, the HSV antibody quotient
predominated in one out of the three cases, which had clinical features of the late stage of the uveitis,
although VZV antigen positive cells were found in the vitreous humor. Therefore, viral antigen
examination was thought to be more significant than the viral antibody quotient in determining the
etiological diagnosis of Kirisawa-Urayama type uveitis, when the value of the quotient is low. (Acta
Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92 : 1398—1405, 1988)
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