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Abstract

To clarify the clinical features and pathogenesis of diabetic retinal pigment epitheliopathy, we
studied 15 patients (25eyes) with diabetic retinal pigment epitheliopathy by fluorescein fundus angio-
graphy. This condition was recognized to predominantly affect bilateral eyes. The flurescein fundus
angiographic findings of retinal pigment epithelium in this condition were classified into two types:
granular atrophic fleck type and cobble stone atrophic fleck type. The former can change to the latter.
Visual prognosis is not significantly related to the pattern or areas of changes in the retinal pigment
epithelium. During the follow-up period, the lesion in the retinal pigment epithelium can expand and
the finding of choroidal ischemia can be recognized by fluorescein angiography around the temporal
edge of the lesion. Macular choroidal neovascularization occuring in the area of previously confirmed
macular choroidal ischemia can be recognized complicating with this condition in a patient. This
condition in not related to age, duration of diabetes mellitus, or treatment method. It was suggested
that choroidal ischemia may play an important role in the development of diabetic retinal pigment
epitheliopathy. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92 : 1523—1529, 1988)
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