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Abstract

Blood samples from patients with branch retinal vein occlusion (BRVO) were studied in terms of
red blood cell aggregability (RBC-A). The whole-blood red blood cell aggregometer introduced by
Tomita et. al. was used. RBC-A was 0.134 +0.032/sec in 13subjects with BRVO and 0.124+0.014/sec in
controls (16subjects), showing no statistically significant difference. However, in 7 subjects with
avascular retina the RBC-A was 0.146+0.030/sec and in 5 subjects with avascular retina and neovas-
cularization it was 0.150+0.014/sec. These values differed with statistically significance from those of
controls (P <0.05 and 0.01 respectively). RBC-A was increased in subjects with BRVO with significant
disturbance of microcirculation. Increase of serum globulin may influence changes in RBC-A in these
subjects. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92 : 1569—1572, 1988)
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