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Abstract

Seven lenses with pseudoexfoliative material were observed electron-microscopically in order to
clarify the possibility of formation of this material on the lens. Small pits of the lens epithelium were
found at the pre-equatorial zone of the lens in sagittal sections. Fine fibrils, 10~20nm in diameter,
were found from the pits to the surface of the lens capsule. These findings could not be observed either
at other parts of the lens with pseudoexfoliative material or in 5 control lenses without pseudoex-
foliative material. In serial tangential sections, the fine fibrils were found to continue from the pits
to the surface of the lens capsule. Two or three fine fibrils were twisted together and formed typical
pseudoexfoliative material, 40~50 nm in diameter, near the surface of the capsule. These findings
indicate that the lens epithelium at the pre-equatorial zone contributes to the formation of pseudoex-
foliative material. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92 : 173—181, 1988)
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