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Abstract

Clinical surveys were made on complicated cataract and secondary glaucoma in 50 chronic cases
of Harada's disease. In cases in the chronic stage, cataract was seen in 15% of cases one year from
onset, in about half after two years and in all cases after 15 years. In some of the cases, surgical
treatment was performed in the second year of the development of the disease and 85% of the cases
became aphakic within 15years. Twelve per cent of the eyes finally had visual acuities of 20/20 or
better, and 43% had 20/400r better, respectively. However, 31% of eyes had visual acuities worse than
20/200. The main causes of diminishing visual function were choroidal atrophy of the macula due to
choroidal inflammation, secondary glaucoma and operative complications. Increase of intraocular
tension had no significant relationship with the period of the chronic uveitis, although cases with
elevated intraocular tension relatively decreased after a couse of 10 years and 7—25% of the cases per
year had episodes of elevated intraocular tension. Of the eyes with secondary glaucoma, 77% had open
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iridocorneal angles and the rate of the cases treated surgically was 15% ; eyes with angle-closure-
glaucoma were seen in 23% and tall received operations. For the purpose of clinical investigations on
chronic uveitis, cases in the chronic stage of Harada's disease seemed to be and appropriate group,
because the pathogenesis, signs, symptoms, course and prognosis of the disease are relatively well
understood. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92 : 1864—1868, 1988)
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