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Abstract

We examined the vitreous body of 64 human autopsy eyes by biomicroscopy, after staining the gel
component by fluorescein and immersing the specimen in water. We could thus clearly identify the
structure of the vitreous gel and the lacuna. A pocket-like lacuna was located immediately anterior
to the posterior fundus. Its appearance matched the description of bursa premacularis by Worst. We
confirmed the presence of the bursa in all of 34 eyes without posterior vitreous detachment (PVD) and
in 17 of 30 eyes with PVD. The posterior wall of the bursa was formed by a thin layer of vitreous
cortex facing the posterior fundus within the vascular arcade. As the anterior border of the bursa was
the vitreous gel proper, its configuration varied whenever liquefaction of vitreous gel had occurred.
We postulate that this unique anatomical property of the vitreous body plays important roles in the
development of vitreoretinal interface disorders, including proliferative diabetic retinopathy, prer-
etinal macular fibrosis and in some instances of senile macular hole. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92:
1881—1888, 1988)
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