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Abstract

Recently, gap junction-like structures have been found between melanocytes in the choroid by
electron microscopy. The present strudy, therefore, was undertaken to determine whether or not
there are substantial interactions between/among the choroidal melanocytes. A fluorescent dye,
Lucifer yellow, was ionophoretically injected into the individual melanocytes of the choroid isolated
from pigmented rabbits. In 4 cases, multiple cell staining was obtained after single cell injection of the
dye. Thus the present experiments demonstrated that there is dye-coupling between the melanocytes.
It can be speculated that the dye-coupling is probably brouhgt about by the gap junction-like
structure. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 92 : 251—254, 1988)
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