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Abstract

A 27-year-old man with redness and discharge in both eyes followed by a plugged up feeling in the
ear was found to have follicular conjunctivitis and preauricular lymphadenopathy. Otolaryngological
examination revealed a large granulation tumor in the epipharynx and secretory otitis media of the
right ear. Tender lymph nodes were also found in the deep cervical chain. C. trachomatis was
demonstrated in the conjunctival smear by Giemsa staining and immunofluorescence test, and it was
isolated in HeLa 229 cells. The positive antigen was also seen by immunofluorescence in the epipharyn-
geal scrapings. Histological studies of the epipharyngeal biopsy specimens revealed chronic
inflammation characterized by the epithelial and subepithelial infiltration of lymphocytes and plasma
cells. Marked follicular formation was seen in the submucosa. Paraffin sections of the formaldehyde-
fixed biopsy specimen which had been stained with FITC-labeled monoclonal antibody (MicroTrak)
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showed a large number of C. trachomatis antigens in the form of inclusion bodies and scattered
particles. They were localized within the mucosal epithelium. Some chlamydial inclusions could be
identified in the sections stained with hematoxylin and eosin. Inclusion conjunectivitis and subsequent
epipharyngeal infection seem to be a common clinical feature of ocular chlamydial infection in adults.
(Acta Soc Opthalmol Jpn 92 : 811—817, 1988)
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