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Retinochoroidopathy and Systemic State in Toxemia of Pregnancy

Miyuki Uto and Akinori Uemura
Department of Ophthalmology, Kagoshima University Faculty of Medicine

Abstract

We carried out a retrospective study of 74 patients with toxemia of pregnancy with reference to
retinochoroidal complications. Thirty-two patients (43.2%) had overt retinochoroidal disease; 23
cases (group A) showed retinal hemorrhages and cotton-wool spots compatible with hypertensive
retinopathy, while 9 cases (Group B) had widespread serous retinal detachment associated with
choroidal vasculopathy. There was no significant difference between the two groups in the severity of
toxemia of pregnancy, in the hematologic examinations or in the fetal prognosis, although Group A
showed a higher rate of fetal mortality, and Group B had a more significantly decreased platelet count
and lower concentration of fibrinogen that may indicate a mild form of chronic disseminated intravas-
cular coagulopathy. (Acta Soc Ophthalmeol Jpn 95 :1016—1019, 1991)

Key words: Toxemia of pregnancy, Hypertensive retinopathy, Choroidal vasculopathy
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FDP: fibrin degradation products
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