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The Influence of Aging on the Development
of Rat Galactosemic Cataract

Hitoshi Ikebe*, Hirofumi Terubayashi*, Motonobu Tsutsumi*, Kazuhiko Mori*,
Yoshio Akagi*, Nana Kawasaki** and Tsuyoshi Tanimoto**
*Department of Ophthalmology, Kyolo Prefectural University of Medicine
** National Institute of Hygienic Science

Abstract

In order to investigate the effect of age on the rat galactosemic cataract, 3, 6, 12 and 24-week-old
rats were fed with a 50% galactose diet. The cataractous lenses were observed by light microscopy,
and the amount of galactitol measured. All rats fed with 50% galactose developed cataracts in the
equatorial region. However the morphological and biochemical development of the galactose cataract
in old rats was slower than in young rats. These results suggested that older diabetic patients are less
likely to develop diabetic cataract than younger patients. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 95 : 538—542,
1991)
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