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Abstract

We reviewed the records of 360 cases of
retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) in 12 institutions
in Japan, and investigated the timing of the coagu-
lation therapy and the course of ROP after coagula-
tion. The first coagulation therapy was performed
at 9.6 weeks after birth and 35.9 weeks of postconce-
ptional age on the average. The severity index in
individual infants also showed that the disease
became worse during the period from 32 to 36 weeks
of postconceptional age. However, the fundus was
clearly visible and there was no primary hazy media
during this period. On the basis of the results of the

timing of the first treatment, the visibility of the
fundus, and the severity index in individual infants,
we concluded that an opthalmological examination
with special care should be performed during the
period from 32 to 36 weeks of postconceptional age.
(J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc 98 : 684—688, 1994)

Key words: Retinopathy of prematurity (ROP),
Multicenter prospective study, Timing
of the coagulation therapy, Course of
ROP after coagulation, Visibility of
the fundus
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