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Corticosteroid-Induced Glaucoma Following Treatment
of the Periorbital Region

Harumi Katsushima
Department of Ophthalmology, Sapporo Medical University School of Medicine

Abstract

In this paper we report on three patients with
open-angle glaucoma following use of corticosteroid
ointment in the periorbital region. Case 1 used
fluocinolone acetonide 0.025% for vitiligo vulgaris in
the left periorbital region for 2 years. The
intraocular pressure (I0P) was 35 mmHg in the left
eye. Case 2 used methylprednisolone 0.5% for atopic
dermatitis for 14 years. The IOP was 21 mmHg in
the right eye and 50 mmHg in the left. Case 3 used
betamethasone valerate 0.12% for atopic dermatitis
for 2 years. The IOP was 68 mmHg in the right eye
and 21 mmHg in the left. The left eye of case 2 and

the right eye of case 3 showed glaucomatous optic
disc atrophy and visual field defect, and
trabeculectomy was performed. Because of the risk
of glaucoma, it is strongly recommended that der-
matologists advise patients to consult with ophthal-
mologists regarding application of corticosteroids
to the periorbital region. (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc 99 :
238—243, 1995)
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