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Astract

Acanthamoeba keratitis in Japan was first report-
ed by Ishibashi in 1988. Since then, the incidence of
Acanthamoeba keratitis has gradually increased.
We retrospectively analyzed 39 cases, 42 eyes, of
amoebic keratitis reported in Japan from 1988 to
September 1993. Of the 39 patients, 35 (89.7%) wore
contact lenses, 32 (82.1%) soft contact lenses, and 3
(7.7%) hard contact lenses, and 4 (10.3%) did not
wear contact lenses. Of the 4 patients without con-

tact lenses, 3 had a history of trauma. Acanth-
amoeba Kkeratitis is often difficult to diagnose.
Twenty-four cases were misdiagnosed as herpetic
keratitis. Early diagnosis and adequate therapy are
important. (J Jpn Ophthalmol Soc 99 : 68—75, 1995)

Key words: Amoebic keratitis, Acanthamoeba,
Contact lens, Statistic, Japan
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4 1 M(0.2%) D, hfEEsAtT
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