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Effects of Anticoagulant Therapy on Retinal Vein Occlusion

Rika Ota and Shigekuni Okisaka
Department of Ophthalmology, National Defense Medical College

Abstract

The combined effect of prostaglandin E,, stellate
ganglion block, warfarin potassium and photocoa-
gulation on 66 cases (eyes) of retinal vein occlusin
was investigated immediately after, and 3 months
and 6 months after final treatment. The time
between onset and treatment was 2 months or less.
Macular hemorrhage and edema were observed in
all cases. The effectiveness rate 6 months after
treatment was 35% in hemorrhagic central retinal
vein occlusion and 63% in branch retinal vein occlu-
sion. Visual acuity increased gradually with time
from immediately after to 6 months after treat-
ment. The effectiveness of treatment including
warfarin potassium was lower than that of treat-

ment without warfarin potassium in branch retinal
vein occlusion, and many cases showed a marked
decrease of visual acuity which might be related to
the prolonged hemorrhage. These results suggest
that combining prostaglandin E,, stellate ganglion
block and photocoagulation in retinal vein occlusion
produces better effects on visual acuity than ordi-
nary treatment or spontaneous regression. (J Jpn
Ophthalmol Soc 99 : 955—958, 1995)

Key words: Retinal vein occlusion, Prostaglandin
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